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Then, half ashamed, half joyful, she murmured
‘O Machine! O Machine!" and raised the volume
to her lips. Thrice she kissed it, thrice inclined
her head, thrice she felt the delirium of
acquiescence. (114) (FH#igEH)
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The man in front dropped his Book — no great
matter, but it disquieted them all. In the rooms,
if the Book was dropped, the floor raised it
mechanically, but the gangway to the air-ship
was not so prepared, and the sacred volume
lay motionless. They stopped — the thing was
unforeseen...they trooped on broad, Vashti
treading on the pages as she did so. (118) (&
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No one confessed the Machine was out of hand.
Year by year it was served with increased
efficiency and decreased intelligence. The better
a man knew his own duties upon it, the less he
understood the duties of his neighbor, and in all
the world there was not one who understood
the monster as a whole. Those master brains
had perished. (138)
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9. “Sometimes my ideas are interrupted by a
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Then she broke down, for with the cessation of
activity came an unexpected terror — silence.
She had never known silence, and the
coming of it nearly killed her — it did kill many
thousands of people outright. Ever since her
birth she had been surrounded by the steady
hum. It was to the ear what artificial air was to
the lungs, and agonizing pains shot across her

head. (143) (FH#&E#H)
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As I climbed, the rough edges cut through my
gloves so that my hands bled. The light helped
me for a little, and then came darkness and
worse still, silence which pierced my ears like a
sword. The Machine hums! Did you know that?
Its hum penetrates our blood, and may even
guide our thoughts. (127) (TF#igEH)
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“This silence means that I am doing wrong.”
But I heard voices in the silence, and again they
strengthened me. (128)
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