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Maud Ellmann (X,
architecture takes the place of psychology:

“In her [Bowen] writing,

character is shaped by rooms and corridors,
doors and windows, arches and columns, rather
than by individual experience.” (Ellmann, 42)
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When I visit other big houses I am struck
by some quality that they all have—not so
much isolation as mystery. Each house seems

to live under its own spell, and that is the

spell that falls on the visitor from the moment

he passes in at the gates. (Collected Impressions,
1950, 195. THREEH)
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[---] life in the big house, in its circle of trees,
is saturated with character: this is, I suppose,
the element of the spell. The indefinite ghosts
of the past, of the dead who lived here and
pursued this same routine of life in these
walls add something, a sort of order, a reason
for living, to every minute and hour. This is
the order, the form of life, the tradition to

which big house people still sacrifice much.

(Ibid., 198-199. T #t&EH)
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Each of these family homes, with its stables
and farm and gardens deep in trees at the
end of long avenues, is an island—and, like an

island, a world. Sometimes for days together a

family may not happen to leave its own
demesne....Each member of each of these
isolated households is bound up not only in
the sensation and business of living but in the
exact sensation of living here. The upkeep of
the place takes its tax not only of physical
energy but of psychic energies people hardly
know that they give. Each of these houses,

with its intense, centripetal life, is isolated by

something very much more lasting than the
physical fact of space: the isolation is innate; it

is an affair of origin. It is possible that Angle-
Irish people, like only children, do not know
how much they miss. Their existences, like
those of only children, are singular,
independent and secretive. (Bowen's Court,
1942, 19-20. FHREEH)

Bowen id¥ vy 7 - "Ny 2% [$5T—2ODED
9%, —DOMREZER LWL LG L,
ZOWTHEEIERHL TV D, ZOMTHEITEVE
D OBTARLIZENS &) DOk
B & oW IHEEIC X > THEANENE DT
b, F/oFWHEELT YO TA) vy
TRy yry—72b0lk, ¥4 7TV



132 1 ES

ATHRITFHUE, AR TANVT Y FATE W
L) IS DI A S RFMI R I 2 b ER T
b0 TOLHITHTWEE Y Z - NI AN
“the spell” 121& [AEMERLT] [I0L] B
L T ] LV HATAD ENTNDE T LT
5 he & LTI OFFEIE The Last September @
Danielstown (2d 52 5N TW 5,

To the south, below them, the demesne trees
of Danielstown made a dark formal square
like a rug on the green country. In their heart
like a dropped pin the grey glazed roof
reflecting the sky lightly glinted. Looking
down, it seemed to Lois they [the Naylars]
lives in a forest; space of lawns blotted out in
the pressure and dusk of trees. She wondered
they were not smothered; then wondered still
more that they were not afraid. Far from
here, too, their isolation became apparent. The

house seemed to be pressing down low in
apprehension, hiding its face, as though it had
her vision of where it was. (The Last September,

92. THAER)
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Seen from above, the house in its pit of trees
seemed a very reservoir of obscurity; from
the doors one must come out stained with it.
And the kitchen smoke, lying over the vague
trees doubtfully, seemed the very fumes of
living.

But as they drove down the home-sense
quickened; the pony, knowing these hedges,
rocketed hopefully in the shafts. The house

became a magnet to their dependence. (ibid.,
93. THEH)
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“[---] Do you know that while that was going
on, eight miles off, I was cutting a dress out, a
voile that I didn't even need, and playing the
gramophone?.. How is it that in this country
that ought to be full of such violent realness
there seems nothing for me but clothes and
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what people say? I might as well be in some
kind of cocoon.” (ibid., 66. T &%)
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“[---] But why do you stay here?”
“T can’t think,” said Lois, startled.
“You like to be the pleasant young person?”
“I like to be in a pattern.” She traced a pink

frond with her finger. “I like to be related; to

have to be what I am. Just to be is so
intransitive, so lonely.”

“Then you will like to be a wife and mother.”
Marda got off the writing-table and began to
change her stockings. “Jacob’s ladder,” she
explained. “It’s a good thing we can always be
women.”

“I hate women. But [ can’t think how to

begin to be anything else.” (ibid, 142. FH#E&E#)
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“[---] T should like something else to happen,
some crude intrusion of the actual. I feel all
gassy inside from yawning. I should like to be

here when this house burns.”

“Quite impossible; quite unthinkable. Why
don't you fish or something?... Nonsense!” he
[Mr. Montmorency] added, looking warningly
at the house.

“Of course, it will, though. And we shall all
be so careful not to notice.” (ibid., 58. F#p&E
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Already the room seemed full of the dusk of
oblivion. And she hoped that instead of
bleaching to dust in summers of empty
sunshine, the carpet would burn with the
house in a scarlet night to make one flaming
call upon Marda’s memory. Lois again realized
that no one had come for her, after all. She
thought: “I must marry Gerald.” (ibid, 141. F
MREEH)
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The big house has much to learn—and it
must learn if it is to survive at all. But it also
has much to give. The young people who are
taking on these big houses, who accept the
burden and continue the struggle are not
content, now, to live for themselves only; they
will not be content, either, to live ‘just for the
house.” The young cannot afford to be stupid

—they expect the houses they keep alive to

inherit, in a changed world and under

changed conditions, the good life for which

they were first built. The good in the new can
add to, not destroy, the good in the old. From
inside many big houses (and these will be the
survivors) barriers are being impatiently
attacked. But it must be seen that a barrier
has two sides. (Collected Impressions, 200. Tt
HH)
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