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Rural Enlightenment: Girls’ Education in the early Meiji era in Hirosaki
— Studies of To -O- Gijuku Girls’ department and Ganei public Girls’ School —
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This school is now in a very flourishing
condition, having in all, between three and four
hundred pupils, both sexes being represented.
The female department opened since our
arrival if not at our suggestion, in which both
myself and wife have taken great interest, now
numbers more than one hundred pupils. The
boarding department furnishes accommodations
for about sixty students. The school is
thoroughly organized on principles as nearly
like our own as can well be,under existing
circumstances. Foreign text books on the
sciences, history, etc, having been introduced

into the Japanese department + * - °
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Mr Ing will remain here any longer (while
this year) and Mrs. Ing commenced to teach
freely two hours in a day in her class nine girls
are there,so we need not to trouble you to hire
Mrs. Wolff in this term, but we do not know
vet,who will be our teacher in the next
term. * - * At present, the lessons of kind class
of this school are Rhetoric, Algebra, Geometry,
Physical Geography,Human Physiology and

Botany. + - - °

[(EHM 3T - - A7 RNETH 2HHEEET
VXD EMRIZHRAMDE L - - -

BUE, RO EMEDOZEIRD &9 EH %
iR LT o Bl MR8 &y, BB b
L OHARMP NRERLY:, R AETY

[(FHfi4] A > 7 RIEMARIZHENS 1R T
AN AN LA VT RADEHTH 5,
(187743 H 13 H  HAHI)

Since we have been here examinations have
never excited so much interest as those closing
in February. The offices desired the standing of
each student made public, and it all copied in
Japanese, and posted where notices and
documents of general interest are posted, in the
large hall, where it attracted much attention— a
paper 4 or 5 feet long. My classes drew the
largest crowds because there were moe who
could appreciate their progress. Those who
were perfect, I found afterwards, received
presents—an English copy book, blotter and pen
for one class, another class the same, those in
First Reader. everyone goes to work with new
zeal. The school numbers about 300; 25 new
girls begin English. I have had them every
other day; the other days advanced students
drills them.
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One of those girls has been married three or
four years and is about 16 years of age. Her
husband is a teacher in the school, and reads
English well. Their early betrothals and
marriages are a great drawback to the
education of the girls especially. One of my
knitting girls, of 15 is just married to a boy of
the same age.

Sargent’s third reader is a fine book. I have a
class of 8 men in that every other day......
[March 13, 1877 Hirosaki] ’
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+ + A merry group of school girls come
in once a week to learn crocheting, knitting, etc..
They learn very rapidly with little help, are
quite independent, making their own needles,
and bringing their own yam (cotton). They are
so polite, kind and pleasant it is a pleasure to
teach them. The four students preparing to
enter Indiana Asbury University are not
loitering over their studies.

[Hirosaki, Nov.1, 1876] ®
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